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Proposal For Trail Bridge Over Arroyo Santa Rosa

The Santa Rosa Valley Municipal Advisory Council is requesting approval from
the County of Ventura and the Watershed Protection District to construct a trail
bridge over the Santa Rosa Arroyo just west of East Las Posas Road. The
bridge would span the already existing concrete U-channel previously installed
by the Flood Control District.

This view of the location is taken from the bridge on East Las Posas Road
looking west:

History

There had been a pedestrian and equestrian trail crossing the arroyo slightly
west of the concrete U-channel for many years. This trail crossing had no bridge
but went down in to the creek bed with gently sloping access on both sides down
the banks of the arroyo.

After the concrete U-channel was installed, this creek crossing was eroded more
and more each year due to the force of water coming out of the channel. Then in
about 2005, the creek bed was eroded by heavy storms and the gently sloping



banks were completely cut away forming a canyon. The creek could no longer be
crossed at this point either on foot or on horseback.

This meant that the only access from the Rancho Santa Rosa Arena area and
from the various trails east of that point to the trail that continues along the north
of the arroyo was by crossing the road bridge on East Las Posas Road and then
going down a steep slope to rejoin the trail.

Crossing the road bridge provides a challenge and a hazard to equestrians. The
horse and rider must cross the bridge next to fast moving traffic, which can have
the effect of spooking horses. There a short guard rail which is not high enough
to stop a horse from falling off the bridge on to the concrete U-channel thirty feet
below.

This is a view of the East Las Posas Road bridge, looking north:

The other obvious danger is that a horse may spook into the path of an oncoming
vehicle.

Proposal

The SRV MAC is proposing the installation of a trail bridge over the west end of
the flood control channel. This bridge would be constructed in such a way that

none of the weight of the bridge is resting on the concrete of the channel. The

bridge would span beyond the existing channel to moorings beyond.

We are proposing that the cost of this bridge will be paid for by private donations,
charitable donations or grants. Once approved, we would hope that the permits
can be granted at no cost.



Advantages of a Bridge

The prime advantage of building this trail bridge is that it will remove the horses
and riders from the current danger of crossing the road bridge

The bridge will keep horses out of the arroyo where the crossing was previously
located and this will help keep horse manure out of the watershed.

The bridge has another advantage over the previous arroyo crossing in that it
can be used safely even when there is running water in the arroyo. Although the
arroyo is dry in summer, there is running water during the winter and spring
months

Precedent

In 2002, the County and Flood Control allowed the installation of a trail bridge
over the Arroyo Santa Rosa Tributary south of Santa Rosa Road. This was
installed by private funding over a similar concrete U-channel. This bridge has
been used extensively to provide safe access to the signalized equestrian
crossing at the intersection of East Las Posas Road and Santa Rosa Road.



